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Unlted Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland
National Statement

Universal Periodic Review — BAHRAIN

‘Thank you Madam President,

The UK welcomed the establishment of the Independent Commission of
Inquiry and the Bahraini Government’sv aeceptance of the Commission’s

| findings. We Welcom‘e Bahrain’s pr'omises to implement referms based
on the Commission’s ree'ommendatidns But the UK is deeply" |

: concerned by reports of human rlghts vnolatlons still occurrmg We

- believe progress has been made in a number of areas but more must

be done to address these issues. ln particular, the UK looks to the

| Bahralm authontnes to ensure all convxctlons in mllltary oourts are
~urgently rev1ewed and that any prisoners still detained for exerc:smg

freedom of expression are relea‘sed.

We believe that the key to national reconciliation lies in addressing the
.on'going‘human rights abuses and establishing”a genuine and inclusive"

~political dialogue between all parties.



- We would like to make the following two récommendatiOns: |

- To urgently conduct new trialé of all defendants who have been
| convicted in military courts. |

- To reflect in domestic law - 'i.n particular the Penal Code and Code
‘ of_ Criminal Prdcedure - Bahrain’s obligations- under intern,afional

human rights laws and conventions. |

The UK also subm_itt_ed.several advah;:e questibns and we look forward‘] -

to a response.

" Thank you Madam President.



